[Gastric vascular ectasia (GAVE) or watermelon stomach (WS): infrequent cause of anemia].
The gastric vascular ectasia (GAVE) or watermelon stomach (WS) is an unfrequent cause of anemia or evident upper gastrointestinal bleeding in elderly patients. We presented five female patients, average age 79 years, 4 of them with a long evolution anemia and one with melena. Three of them showed a typical WS endoscopy, 2 of them with diffuse patent. All 5 cases with positive pathologic findings: vascular ectasia, fibrin thrombi and fibromuscular hyperplasia. The endoscopic biopsy is as accurate as the study of the antrectomy piece. None of them had portal hypertension although the GAVE would be different entity from the cirrhotic vascular gastropathy. The treatment consisted in monopolar electrocoagulation of the lesions after the failure with the medical treatment in one case, corticosteroid and ferrous therapies in the three cases and one of them didn't require treatment up to now.